STURGIS AREA COMMUNITY FOUNDATION
Serving All of St. Joseph County, Michigan

Independent Journalism Grant Program

Grant Guidelines — 2026-27 Grant Cycle
Grant requests up to $20,000

Program Overview

A well-informed community is a strong community. The Sturgis Area Community Foundation (SACF) established the
Independent Journalism Grant Program to strengthen access to trustworthy, locally relevant news and information across St.
Joseph County. As the Foundation's reach has grown countywide, so has its commitment to supporting the civic infrastructure,
including local journalism, that helps residents stay connected, informed, and engaged with the community they share.

This program provides funding to nonprofit newsrooms, public media outlets, and journalism initiatives that produce original,
public-service reporting on issues affecting St. Joseph County residents.

Purpose & Funding Priorities

Grants awarded through this program are intended to sustain and expand the availability of credible local news coverage.
SACF will prioritize proposals that accomplish one or more of the following:

e Local accountability journalism — Produce original reporting on local government, schools, public health, or community
issues affecting St. Joseph County.

e Countywide access — Reach residents in communities of St. Joseph County, MlI, that have limited or no dedicated local
news coverage.

e« Community engagement — Introduce new residents, especially youth and underrepresented audiences, to civic life and
local decision-making.

¢ Newsroom sustainability — Support training, equipment, or capacity that helps a news organization sustain independent
local coverage over time.

e Innovation in local news delivery — Explore formats such as podcasts, newsletters, or video reporting that meet
audiences where they are.

Eligibility

Eligible applicants include:

¢ Nonprofit news organizations with 501(c)(3) status, or fiscally sponsored journalism projects operating under an eligible
501(c)(3) sponsor.

e College, university, or high school journalism programs producing community-facing local news content.

e Collaborative journalism initiatives involving two or more of the above.

Applicants must demonstrate a primary focus on original news and information reporting (not advertising, opinion-only
content, or general marketing/PR services), and must serve, in whole or in part, residents of St. Joseph County, Michigan.

For-profit media companies are not eligible to apply directly but may partner with an eligible nonprofit fiscal sponsor.



Grant Amounts & Terms

Grant requests up to $20,000 — Grant terms are for a single project year (up to 12 months).

$40,000 available for grants in the 2026-2027 (3/31/2027) grant cycle. Application will remain open until funds are spent or
until the application deadline, March 1, 2027.

Use of Funds

Grant funds may be used for reporter salaries or stipends, freelance contributor fees, editing and production costs, equipment
directly tied to reporting (recording equipment, cameras, software), distribution costs (printing, mailing, digital hosting), and
training or professional development for journalists covering St. Joseph County.

Funds may not be used for:

e General operating expenses unrelated to news production.

e Political advocacy, lobbying, or partisan communications.

e Sponsored or paid content that is not editorially independent.

¢ Debt repayment or retroactive expenses incurred before the grant period.

¢ Indirect or overhead costs

Selection Criteria

Applications will be reviewed and scored by SACF's Community Support Grant Committee based on:

¢ Local Impact (35%) — Clear public benefit to St. Joseph County residents and alignment with program priorities.

¢ Feasibility (25%) — A realistic plan, timeline, and demonstrated editorial or organizational capacity to deliver the
proposed work.

e Journalistic Integrity (25%) — Editorial standards, sourcing practices, and a track record (or credible plan) for original,
accurate reporting.

e Budget Soundness (15%) — A clear, appropriately scoped budget matched to the proposed activities.

2026-2027 Application Timeline

Applications Open August 1, 2026
Application Deadline March 1, 2027
Committee Review Sept 15 (2026), Nov 17 (2026), Jan 19 (2027),

Mar 16 (2027)

Award Notification Within 60 days of submission

Reporting Requirements

A final report at the close of the grant period, including a narrative summary of work completed, examples or links to
published stories, audience reach data (if available), and a summary of how funds were spent. SACF may also request
permission to share or link to published work as part of Foundation communications, with appropriate credit to the grantee.



How to Apply

Complete the Independent Journalism Grant Application through our website: https://sturgisfoundation.org/grants/

Questions about eligibility or the application process are welcome and encouraged well before the deadline.

Please reach out to SAF Program Officer, Elizabeth Whitehead, at elizabeth@sturgisfoundation.org.
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